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IB Diploma Programme for Student Outside of the School 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What is the process for applying to the Pre-Diploma and IB Diploma Programme for students 
outside the school? 
The first step in the process is to complete the IB Intake Form.  Please submit the form and supporting 

documents to the IB Office (email is on form). You will receive confirmation from the IB Coordinator, 

confirming the time and location of the test and what to bring. 

 
 

2. Who should take the test in February? 
Any student from outside of WVSS who is interested in the full PDP Programme or the full IB Diploma 

Programme. 

 
 

3. What is the Pre-Diploma Programme at WVSS? 
The Pre-Diploma Programme (PDP) at WVSS is an academically rigorous curriculum in grade 10 that 
lays the foundation for the IB Diploma Programme.  Students study five subjects (English, a second 
language, Social Studies, Mathematics, and Science).  The courses cover the knowledge and skills 
necessary for success in the IB Diploma Programme. 
 
 

4. What courses are required for the full Pre-Diploma Programme? 
To be considered full PDP, students must take PDP English, PDP Social Studies, a second language, and 

PDP Science.  Students are not required to take PDP Mathematics. 

 

 

5. What courses are required for the IB Diploma Programme? 
Students are required to take six courses plus Theory of Knowledge.  Students must take the following: 

IB Language and Literature 11 HL 

IB second language 11 (ab initio, SL or HL) 

IB Geography HL 11 or History HL 11 

IB Biology HL 11, Chemistry HL 11, or Physics HL 11 

IB Mathematics HL 11 or SL 11 



 
 

Theory of Knowledge 11. 

 

6. Can I prepare for the test? 
No.  The test is a critical thinking test which assesses your ability to make logical conclusions.  It is not a 
knowledge or subject-based test.  
 

 

7. What is the next step after the test? 
The IB Coordinator will contact you for an interview.  The interview is informal.  The IB Coordinator will 

ask you some questions about yourself and your interest in the IB Programme.  She will also answer 

any questions you might have at the interview. 

 

 

8. When will I know if I have been accepted? 
You will receive a decision in April. 

 

 

9. How do I register for school and choose my courses for next year? 
Information on how to register for WVSS and the process for course selection will be included with 

your letter of acceptance. 

 

 

10. What is the process for students who only want to take a few PDP or IB courses? 
You apply as a BC High School student.  When you meet with your counsellor to choose your courses, 

let him/her know you wish to take a few PDP or IB classes.  Your counsellor will communicate with the 

IB Coordinator and a test will be arranged.  You do not need to take the test in the beginning of 

February. 

 

 

11. How are students selected for IB Diploma courses? 
Students are assessed on academic potential and motivation.  Strong grades are recommended; 

however, evaluation is holistic and considers report card grades, results on the critical thinking test, 

and an interview. 


